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"This book offers an excellent contribution to current debates in RE and beyond. 

It draws together and explores in depth a number of philosophical issues that 

have influenced RE, including phenomenology ... [and] offers a challenge to 

engage and to travel with the author and to question and engage with one's 

own perspective alongside those presented in the book. It is a book that should 

appear on the reading list of all those training to teach RE." British Journal of 

Religious Education 

 
"A critical exploration of an entirely new way of conceptualising religious 

education and learning within it. ... The book has [numerous] significant features 

... However, I consider that the third feature, the theory of dialogue, is the book's 

most important contribution. ... In conclusion, there is much for the teacher to 

gain from this book ... It is certainly a challenging and rewarding one." RE 

Today 
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What does it mean to understand a religion? 

How should the concept of truth be addressed in the contemporary classroom? 

What is the proper subject matter of religious education and how does it relate to other subjects and the school 

curriculum as a whole? 

 
Despite the prevalence of literature on these subjects, these issues are far from resolved and consequently the place 

and nature of religious education in our schools is precarious and confused. A Hermeneutics of Religious Education 

argues that although the tradition of philosophical hermeneutics has transformed both educational thought and the 

academic discipline of religious studies, the literature of religious education pedagogy has paid only limited attention 

to these developments. To engage with them fully entails a transformation of our understanding of religious 

education and its importance in a curriculum of the twenty-first century. 
 
 

David Aldridge is Reader in Education at Brunel University, London, UK. 
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Please remember to add Postage and Packaging: 

UK: add £3.50 per order, for total of under £25 (including discount). Postage is free for orders of £25 

and over. Europe: add £4.50 per order + £1 per item. Rest of World: add £7.50 per order + £1 per 

item. 
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* This offer is available to individuals only. It is not available in the Americas, Australia or New Zealand. Please note price and availability subject to change without 

notice. Pre-ordered items will be dispatched once available. 
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All credit card payments are processed by our distributor, Macmillan Distribution (MDL) 
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Web: Enter the discount code above at the checkout on www.bloomsbury.com 

Post: Return this form to Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Cromwell 

Place, Hampshire International Business Park, Lime Tree Way, 

Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8YJ 

Telephone: Call +44(0)1256 302699 or Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk quoting the discount code above 
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